Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 0 1 LAGOS 05 126 061 342Z 

ACTION SS-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO /026 W 
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O 061235Z MAY 77 
FM AMEMBASSY LAGOS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 948 
INFO AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
AMEMBASSY KINSHASA IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY LONDON IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY RABAT 

CONFIDENTIAL LAGOS 5126 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, CG, AO, NI 

SUBJECT: SHABA: NIGERIAN MEDIATION EFFORT 

1 . AS HE WAS LEAVING TOWN LATER THIS MORNING, THE BEST I COULD 

DO ON DEBRIEFING GARBA CONCERNING HIS RECENT VISIT TO LUANDA AND 
SHABA (HE RETURNED ONLY LAST NIGHT) WAS BRIEF TELEPHONE CONVER- 
SATION. HE SAID HE HAD MADE "A BIT OF PROGRESS" IN HIS MEETINGS 
WITH NETO AND MOBUTU. THE PRINCIPAL ITEM AT ISSUE IN THESE 
TALKS APPEARS TO HAVE BEEN PROPOSED BORDER POLICE FORCE. HE SAID 
THERE WAS "SHARP DISAGREEMENT" BETWEEN MOBUTU, WHO VIEWED 
SUCH A FORCE AS A PRECONDITION FOR NEGOTIATING WIDE-RANGE OF 
ZAIRE/ANGOLA BILATERAL PROBLEMS, AND NETO WHO WAS TAKING POSI- 
TION THAT BORDER PATROL QUESTION COULD ONLY BE CONSIDERED WITHIN 
GENERAL CONTEXT OF OVERALL SETTLEMENT. NONETHELESS, BOTH LEADERS 
HAD AGREED TO GARBA'S PROPOSAL THAT A MINISTERIAL-LEVEL MEETING 
BE HELD IN LAGOS MONDAY, MAY 9, TO DISCUSS THESE MATTERS 
FURTHER. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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2. WITH REGARD TO QUESTION OF NORMALIZING RELATIONSHIPS WITH 
THE US, GARBA SAID HE HAD RAISED THE MATTER AGAIN WITH NETO, 

WHO ASSURED GARBA HE WANTED TO CONTINUE THE CONTACTS THAT HAD 
ALREADY BEEN INITIATED. (NETO APPEARED TO GARBA TO HAVE BEEN 
SOMEWHAT ANNOYED BY RESPONSE HE SAID HE RECEIVED FROM EMBASSY 
WARSAW DURING RECENT VISIT TO POLAND. NETO SAID THAT EMBASSY 
WARSAW HAD SUGGESTED "TALKING AT A COFFEE BAR.") 
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3. GARBA ASKED THAT WE HOLD INFORMATION ABOUT NEXT WEEK'S 
MINISTERIAL MEETING VERY CLOSELY. 

EASUM 
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